
The Seafood Alliance for Legality 
and Traceability (SALT) 

SALT1 was born from a need to bring together disparate initiatives, ideas, and people 
to advance progress in seafood traceability. This call to action united governments, 
industry, and organizations into a global movement working to make seafood 
traceable. SALT’s community, grown to more than 2,000 stakeholders worldwide, 
has developed key resources to accelerate your electronic catch documentation 
and traceability (eCDT) journey, whether you’re just starting to design a program or 
trying to push past barriers that are holding back your implementation success.

Comprehensive eCDT programs can improve your ecological, social, and economic 
bottom line. The data collected from comprehensive eCDT programs can feed into the 
relevant government institutions, agencies, or industry systems. Beyond quality control, 
governments and industry often seek benefits related to accessing markets, preventing 
the entry of IUU seafood and/or mislabeled products into markets, supporting legal and 
equitable working conditions, and enhancing fisheries management.

The Benefits Evaluator for Seafood Traceability (BEST)
tool is designed to help measure the effectiveness of an 
eCDT program by providing an evaluation framework 
for current or planned programs.

SALT’s Seafood Import Regulation Guide provides 
current import control regulations and legal 
requirements from the three major import markets—
the EU, Japan, and U.S.—for seafood-producing 
countries seeking to expand their exports.

eCDT is a powerful tool that is here to stay. 
End-to-end electronic traceability enables users 
to identify and document the history, distribution, 
location, and application of products, parts, 
and materials. This helps ensure the reliability 
of sustainability claims in the areas of human 
rights, labor (including health and safety), the 
environment, and anti-corruption (including illegal, 
unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing). SALT’s 
From Bait to Plate graphic illustrates the eCDT 
journey of seafood from harvest to consumer.

Through eCDT programs, you can help bring women into the fold. Women 
comprise more than 50% of the seafood workforce, but their value and contribution 
to the seafood sector is often unseen.2 Barriers to gender equality in the industry 
include lack of recognition, restrictive gender norms, and lack of gender-
disaggregated data. eCDT programs can help address these systemic barriers.

Mildred Mercene-Buazon doesn’t mince words when asserting that gender 
equity is not about counting the numbers of women and men in a room. 
“Appreciation is the biggest gap in gender work,” she says. Learn more 
about the role of women in Paving over the Global Gender Gap in Fisheries—
Dispatch from the Philippines.

More needs to be done to make seafood traceability systems self-sustaining.  
In addition to private sector and political will, traceability systems require a 
commitment to transparency in data collection, data verification, capacity building for 
users, and adaptive management. The SALT community shares its wins and lessons 
learned to help others grow and avoid mistakes that come from operating in silos.

Visit the Traceability Traps and Triumphs Webinar, and The Truth About 
Electronic Traceability: Lessons Learned from Working with the Seafood 
Industry as well as SALT’s Overcoming Barriers series to learn more.
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The eCDT Principles and Pathway can help you design or improve your program. 
Seafood traceability programs come in different sizes and are at different phases 
of maturity. Wherever you are in your journey, the Principles and Pathway lay 
important groundwork for any traceability program. The SALT community’s creation 
of the Comprehensive Traceability Principles makes figuring out where to start 
easier. The Principles are available in six languages, and there is a Pathway to the 
Principles to walk through activities to help you—whether government, industry, or 
NGO—initiate, design, and implement an eCDT program.

Since a program is only as strong as the partnerships and the collaboration used to 
initiate, design, and implement it, how we work is paramount to building a lasting 
and scalable eCDT program. SALT puts the eCDT program users—from fishers to 
government officials and beyond—at the forefront. This user-centered approach is 
critical at every step, from program creation to implementation. To learn more about 
SALT’s user-centered approach and co-design process, see SALT’s recent application 
of the eCDT Principles & Pathway in the map below.

1. SALT began as a six-year project funded by USAID and the Packard, Moore, and Walton Family Foundations, and led by 
FishWise, a sustainable seafood consultancy. FishWise will carry-forward the eCDT community and key services born 
from this collaborative effort.

2. The State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (Rome, Italy: FAO, 2012)

This product is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID). The contents of this product are the responsibility of FishWise and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of USAID or the United States government.

TANZANIA: 
The Kilwa District Octopus Fishery 
Comprehensive eCDT Strategy 

Case Study: Applying the 
Comprehensive Traceability 
Principles and Pathway in Tanzania

MEXICO: 
How Can Comprehensive Seafood 
Traceability Principles Guide the 
Design and Implementation of Electronic 
Systems in the Real World?

VIETNAM: 
Consultation Workshop on the 
National Roadmap and Guidelines 
for e-logbook and eCDT in Vietnam

ECUADOR: 
SALT, FAO Blue Ports Initiative, and CEIPA Collaborate 
to Strengthen Seafood Traceability at Fishing Ports

PERU: 
SALT helped consultants to the government’s National 
Fishery Health Agency use the Principles to conduct a 
gap analysis of their traceability plan to determine if 
the Principles’ best practices were being followed. VISIT SALT’S IN-COUNTRY 

WORK PAGE TO LEARN MORE

JOIN SALT!
Share ideas and collaborate with a global learning community 
to invigorate the movement toward the inclusive design 
and implementation of eCDT programs.

SALT@fishwise.org    |    www.fishwise.org    |    QR code for all links
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